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very real movement in favour of terminating the
leadership of Mr. Baldwin. Two factors however
operated in favour of Mr. Baldwin at this low-water
mark of his political fortunes. The first was the
traditional loyalty of the Conservative Party to its
Leader, and the second was that Mr. Baldwin's
critics did not appear to have any very definite
views as to who should properly succeed him in the
Leadership. The second factor depended in part
upon the first, for leading Conservatives like Mr.
Chamberlain, who would have been more acceptable
to the Protectionist elements, remained loyal to Mr.
Baldwin.

The end of October 1930 saw the struggle come to
ahead in the open. There were two aspects of it. It
was resolved to challenge Mr. Baldwin in the Leader-
ship at a meeting of Conservative Peers, Members of
Parliament, and Candidates, to be held on the 30th
of October. At the same time Lord Beaverbrook
resolved to forward his policy through the medium
of by-elections, and it so happened that there fell
for decision at this time a by-election in South
Paddington. In this safe Conservative constituency
newspaper influence was strong, and the appeal of
Empire Free Trade considerable. The Conservative
candidate therefore, Sir H. Lidiard, announced his
allegiance both to Mr. Baldwin and to Lord Beaver-
brook. Mr. Chamberlain at once interposed to tell
him that he must choose between the two, as official
candidates must owe allegiance only to the Leader
of the Party. As far as the immediate election was
concerned, these tactics were successful, for Sir H.
Lidiard announced his sole allegiance to Mr. Baldwin.
Immediately, however, an Empire Free Trade candi-
date arose, in the person of Admiral Taylor, whose
vigour and rhetorical ability considerably surpassed
that of the official candidate.